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gabble that his feelings render doubly unin-
telligible. " But Pinckney, our representative in
England, was equally undiplomatic. He was
"sour and also Gallican"; although calm in man-
ner, "he had prejudices, and unless a man has a
mind above them, he can do little service there."
Washington decided that it would be wise to
send a special envoy to deal with all the points at
issue. He thought first of Hamilton, but was
warned that the Senate would not ratify such an
appointment. Hamilton recommended John Jay
as "the only man in whose qualifications for
success there would be thorough confidence."
Jay was then chief-justice, but the crisis was so
dangerous as to justify Washington in calling him
even from that important post. He had match-
less qualifications for the mission. He had been
minister to Spain, 1778-1782; he had been one of
the commissioners who had negotiated the treaty
of peace of 1783; he had been Secretary of Foreign
Affairs, 1784-1789; so that he had had an experi-
ence which familiarized him with every detail
of the questions at issue. As a negotiator he had
always gained marked success by acting upon his
own principle that "a little good-natured wisdom
often does more in politics than much slippery